WIKIPEDIA

Internet Website: www.wikipedia.org
What is it?

An online encyclopedia that allows users to edit, post, and develop articles. Volunteers solely support it.

How many articles?

Over 5 million articles in over 250 languages

Critics of Wikipedia

Wikipedia is a tremendous resource to gather ideas in writing papers. However, the site has gathered many critics:

· Articles that are unconfirmed or questionable

· Lacking proper sources

· Reliability and accuracy

· Susceptibility to vandalism 

· Bias

· Uneven quality

· Articles seeks consensus or popularity over credentials

· Unauthoritative and unreliable 

Wikipedia Projects


Wiktionary: Dictionary and thesaurus in every language


Wikiquote: Database of quotes, proverbs, slogans


Wikibooks: Project to build a collection of free e-books


Wikisource: Collection of primary sources


Wikimedia Commons: Free videos, images, and other media

WikiPortals

Communities of like-minded individuals that build articles around a certain subject.

Wikipedia polices can be found at: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:List_of_policies
Five Principles of Wikipedia

1. It is an encyclopedia

2. Maintains a neutral point of view
3. Maintains free content for everyone’s use
4. Has a code of conduct
5. Does not have firm rules
Suggestions

   When doing a Google search, add “wiki” to your search terms.

    NEVER let your students use Wikipedia as a source.

